
Soap Box Derby Returns
 Once a popular annual event locally, the 
Soap Box Derby has returned to 
Portsmouth, thanks to the Scioto County 
Civic Forum. Aside from adding hay-bale 
bumpers to protect wayward drivers, there 
have been a few  more changes since the 
Soap Box Derby last rolled through town. 
Representatives from the All-American 
Soap Box Derby, in Charleston, moved the 
finish line up the hill, shorter than it’s ever 
been before. “They said they’ve never seen 
a track as long as ours. We’ve been using 
that track for 40 years and never had a 
problem with it,” Gene Arms of Civic 
Forum said.
 Cars are different today also, in that they 
aren’t very different at all anymore. 
Individual design and style are pretty much 
a thing of the past. “It used to be that cars 
were constructed under certain guidelines 
but it was up to the individual to decide 
what construction style they wanted.  
Arms said. “Nowadays the car in the 
division we’re running are all kit-cars, and 
they come out of Akron. All the parts are 
made for it and it’s just a matter of 
assembly and measuring.”
 The race began with the National 
Anthem just before noon. Shortly after, a 
large lever dropped and the first two racers 
took off, coasting down Kendall Avenue. 
An electronic timer clocked them as they 
crossed the finish lines, and an officer with 
the Portsmouth City Police clocked some 
of the speeds as high as 26 miles per hour. 
After completing one pass, the two racers 
returned to the top of the hill, traded lanes 
and switched two wheels. Exactly which 
wheels they switch is decided by a random 
drawing. “That’s for the possibility that 
there might be an advantage in one lane or 
the other, or the guy may have an 
advantage because his wheels run better,” 
Arms explained. After switching lanes and 
wheels, the racers went down a second 
time. Whoever had the best combined time
—their total from the first and second race
—moved ahead in the competition. This 
NCAA-style bracket elimination continued 
until only two racers remained. 
 The winner of the race in Portsmouth 
will advance to the Championship in 
Akron in August. The list of Soap Box 
Derby winners was unavailable at press 
time Saturday evening. In 1981, Howie 
Fraley, of Portsmouth, won first place in 
the Junior Division Championship in 
Akron. The following year Serena Ramsey, 

of Portsmouth, 
placed sixth in 
t h e s a m e 
division. The 
race has not 
been offered in 
P o r t s m o u t h 
since 1982.
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But where is
the majesty?

Oh Yeah?... (ed. note)
As an artist I must comment: It is a shame that

the new high school building cannot match the
majestic look of the old Portsmouth high school.
Perhaps it is best that way. The new building
appears to be just a utilitarian and hopefully func-
tional structure to house students and faculty. I
feel that the columns in front are a feeble attempt
to emulate the old building. Where will student
classes line up to have their picture taken? Oh
well, that’s just my opinion.

The Current State of
Portsmouth Schools
from an update by Ken Marotte, Scioto Voice

Numerous schools are currently in the building
process in Portsmouth. An elementary school in
Sciotoville will open during December 2005 or
January 2006. The elementary, junior, and senior
high school in Portsmouth will open for the
school year commencing in the fall of 2006.

Junior (grades 7-8) and senior (grades 9-12)
high students will spend their days in the same
building, but each will occupy separate wings.
“They will share some common spaces, like the
cafetorium,” (what? no separate cafeteria or audi-
torium) said superintendent Jan Broughton, “but
other than that, they will have their own areas.”

With a school building built in 1912, many
Portsmouth students have learned to go without
those features that many others take for granted.
Unlike the old edifices, the new buildings will have
accommodations for air conditioning and state-
of-the-art technology. Broughton voiced her
excitement: “We are really excited to have a build-
ing that accommodates our needs and the current
times.”

Current Portsmouth schools allow room for
2,079 to engage in the learning process; the new
schools will dramatically increase this number.
When finished and functional, Portsmouth City
Schools will accommodate a total of 2,843 stu-
dents-1,147 at the junior/senior high school,
1,341 at the elementary school, and 355 at the
Sciotoville school.  “Potential for growth was very 
important to us,” commented Broughton.

Future students will not be able to evade the
legacy of Portsmouth City Schools, as the new
schools will contain morsels of nostalgia and local
history. Columns and urns from Grant Middle
School, for example, have been removed, and will
be installed into one of the new schools.

The building of the new school has helped the
economy by providing work to a number of locals.
“The majority of our workers are originally from
the area, and many are even graduates of
Portsmouth,” the superintendent excitedly said,
“The pride is definitely visible.”

Demolition of the old schools will occur shortly
after they are vacated. The State of Ohio will fund
80% of the demolition effort.
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Red Cross Volunteers
From the Portsmouth Times
 In September 2008, eight local people 
from the area traveled to Texas to help 
victims in the aftermath of Hurricane Ike. 
Among them was Robert Mohl, (PHS 55) 
who joined Red Cross Director Mary 
Arnzen at a meeting of the Portsmouth 
Rotary Club May 18 to present information 
about local efforts following what is 
believed to be the third most destructive 
hurricane to make landfall in the US.
 Showing slide after slide of the 
destruction, he presented images of boats 
dumped into people’s yards from the nearby 
waters, piles of debris, former streets 
turned into piles of upturned asphalt slabs, 
and the bizarre selectivity of damage, where 
a single home looking virtually untouched 
was surrounded by foundations wiped clean 
of  their houses.
 “The first thing we did when we got to 
the site was to hose off a landing strip at 
the out-of-use Galveston airport and set-up 
kitchen facilities.  At the start we cooked 
more than 40,000 lunches and dinners each 
day,” he said. 
 “The eight of us from Ohio River 
Chapter rotated in such diverse support as 
forklift operation, warehouse ops and radio 
dispatch as well as cooking and delivering 
the hundreds of  thousands of  meals.”
 “I was asked a number of times why 
there were so many volunteers from the 
Ohio Valley,” Mohl said. “I’ve decided a big 
part of it is that we’ve grown up hearing 
‘flood stories’ and sort of know in our 
genes the positive difference that reaching 
out can make.”

    

PHS TROJAN          PRINTS
            PUBLISHED BI-MONTHLY BY THE CLASS OF 1955                    WITH NEWS & VIEWS OF OTHER PORTSMOUTH OHIO CLASSES OF THE LATE 40’s, 50’s & EARLY 1960’s

Loretta Hooser Mosure
 Loretta Mosure, 76, of Columbus, June 8, 
2009. Graduate of PHS 1950, cheerleader 
and Kappa Alpha Theta at Ohio Wesleyan 
University. Preceded in death by her 
parents Ray and Edna Hooser; brother 
Homer C. Hooser, sister Susie Arbaugh 
Bauer and daughter 
Judith Ann Girardi. 
S u r v i v e d b y 
husband of 40 
years, William C. 
Moser; children, Jay 
(Tom) Michele 
Dodds, Timothy 
( L e i g h ) R a y 
P l y m a l e a n d 
B a r b a r a 
Bringardner.

Picnic
We have scheduled this years class of 
55 picnic for Saturday, August 8 at the 
Portsmouth Shrine Club shelter just off 
Rt. 52 West. Those planning to attend 
must please let me know  how  many will 
accompany you. The event is free but 
donations will be accepted to cover the 
food and drink costs.          Gene Lucas

This letter is published six times a year and  
approximately 48% of our readers are from 
classes other than 1955. We welcome 
submissions from all alumni and friends of 
PHS classes of the forties thru the sixties. 
To subscribe please send $7 to Gene Lucas 
at 1419 Second Street, West Portsmouth 
OH 45663. Send articles for publication to 
Frank Hunter (address on masthead). Tom 
Dupuy, our webmaster invites all readers to 
use www.phs1955.com. Simply go to the 
site and “click here” to send web-site items 
of  interest.

Sharon Larter
 Gloria Sharon “Sherry” Miller, 72, of 
Jackson, July 16, 2009. She was born Feb. 
22, 1937, in Portsmouth, a daughter of 
Francis Lenwood and Bonnie Faye Tagg 
Larter. She was a retired assistant vice 
president from the former Civic Savings 
and Loan, and a 1955 graduate of  PHS..
 Surviving are her son, Jeffrey Steven 
M i l l e r ; t w o 
daughters, Julee 
(Roger) Smith, and 
Suzet te Mi l ler 
Adams ; s even 
g r and-ch i ld ren ; 
and four great-
grandchildren.
 Her parents, and 
sister, Linda Larter, 
p r e c e d e d h e r 
death.

Dedication of Athletic Fields
From the Scioto Voice
 Portsmouth City Schools honored 
Maycel Clark Tuesday, July 14, 2009, for the 
creation of the new  athletic complex 
during the Clyde and Maycel Clark Athletic 
Complex Naming Ceremony.
 The brief ceremony began with a 
welcome by President of Portsmouth 
Board of Education Clarence Parker. 
Following the welcoming, the Rev. John 
Gowdy, (PHS 73) pastor of Temple Baptist 
Church explained to all the contributions 
the Clarks have made in the  Portsmouth 
community. One of the first contributions 
was made to the preschoolers of the area, 
through the creation of the Clyde Clark 
Memorial Playground located at Temple 
Baptist Church, where Maycel is a member. 
Children attending Temple Tots Daycare 
Center utilize the park. Additionally, the 
Clarks are responsible for the Clark 
Memorial Library and the Clark 
Planetarium, both located at Shawnee State 
University. Through the Clark Memorial 
Foundation, $10 million was donated for 
the creation of the new  athletic complex. 
Maycel had made contributions for the 
betterment of all area youth--preschoolers, 
high school students, and college students.
 The ceremony ended with the unveiling 
of a plaque commemorating Maycel’s 
kindness. “This athletic complex has been 
made possible through the generosity of 
the Clyde and Maycel Clark Foundation 
and is dedicated to the youth of the City of 
Portsmouth with hope for a bright future 
through education.”
Footnote:
 Clyde Clark was CFO of OSCO 
Industries, (Ohio Stove Co.) a local 
business, from 1943-1962. 
 The new  complex is not owned by the 
school system.    It is owned by the Clyde 
Clark Educational Foundation and leased 
by the school system.   The project is a $10 
million complex that the schools are 
getting built for free through donations, 
with a large portion coming from the Clark 
family.
 Each year the schools will lease the 
facility for a minimal price.  That money is 
collected over a period of 30 years, after 
which the funds will go back into the 
stadium for renovations.

A Note From Pat Webb 
Pat Webb Skaggs Bender, PHS 1953 is 
enjoying the real estate business in 
Lexington Ky and is selling all over the 
Bluegrass Region. 
psbender@rhr.com. Cell: 859-492-2775 
Web: patskaggsbender.rhr.com

New Addresses
Richard Hansgen
6526 Rosedale Avenue
Reynoldsburg OH 43068
614-604-9437
hansgenr@bluffton.edu>
Married to former wife, Karen, in 2009
PHS-Class of  1955       
Professor Emeritus-Bluffton University
Nelson Barker
309 South Nelson Road
Columbus OH 43205
614-372-1608
nlbarker37@juno.com>
PHS Class of  1955

A Note From Butch Wainstein 
PHS class of  1957
My 16 year old granddaughter. Megan, 
while attending a government conference 
in Washington with 400 students from 
around the country was asked with the 
other attendees to write an essay or make a 
video as to why they should be given the 
honor to place a wreath on The Tomb Of 
The Unknown Soldier. The author of the 
best essay or video would be given the 
honor to place the wreath. Megan's video 
was chosen as the winner. Below  is the web 
site on U Tube that contains Megan"s 
video. signed PROUD GRANDPA.
mayer@buckeye-express.com
www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVi6zoH7Pw8

Tom Vaughters, PHS 53, won these awards at 
the Dublin, Ohio car show this past weekend 
(July 10 & 11)  with his 1956 Continental.

Rich Thompson, Jim Gans and Ted Truit (PHS 
55) clowning around at the Terrace Club

Lola Riggs and Patty Kitchen PHS 1950

Clare Clark, deceased 
twin brother of Carl 
Clark. Attended Highland 
school and PHS 50

Mitchellace Back In Business
After Brief Scare
 The former Mitchellace Inc.’s shoelace 
plant is back in limited operation under new 
ownership. A newly formed local company 
going by the name of Sole Choice Inc. is 
the new  operator of the plant. It produces 
products for shoe and foot care.
 Mitchellace began the year with about 80 
employees. Nearly all of them had been 
furloughed by July 1 as company officials 
worked at ways to continue operating or to 
sell the firm.
 Mitchellace began making shoelaces in 
Portsmouth in 1903. Dave Mitchell took 
over the factory in 1912 and ran it for the 
next 50 years. Kerry Keating, husband of 
Dave Mitchell’s granddaughter, took over 
operations in 1962 after Dave Mitchell died.
 The firm bought the closed, six-story 
Williams Manufacturing Co. building in 
1979 and moved operations there from the 
old building just down the street.
 In 2003, Kerry Keating’s sons, Steve, Tom 
and Mitch, acquired control of the 
company.

This picture is from the 1950 February issue of The National Geographic Magazine. It is titled “A 
Modern Tom Sawyer and Huckleberry Finn Envy The Pilot Who Sits Proudly At His Wheel And Pulls 
the Whistle Cord.” The boys are Bill Barnett (with the ball cap) and Bill Schroeder (PHS 59).

Graduation Factoid
 The PHS Class of 2009 had 102 
members. Our PHS Class of  1955 had 247
members.

Blaine Bierley tells me that this is 
the third time in nine years that 
this photo  has run. We do have 
lots of new readers though.

Bill graduated from another school
in 1955

mailto:samgabe@earthlink.net
mailto:samgabe@earthlink.net


 The Wonder Bread Company, a 
Columbus landmark for decades, closed 
down recently. Many people reminisced 
about the unique fresh and tasty smell that 
emanated from that bakery over the years. 
 I was reminded of the dear old Adams 
Bakery that was located at 1009 Offnere St., 
directly across from my Grandpa and 
Grandma Bierley’s home at 1413 Eleventh 
St. in Portsmouth when I was growing up. 
 I did a little research and found out that 
the Adams Bakery was a Portsmouth 
institution ever since 1908. Allen Adams 
purchased the building on Offnere St. in 
1914. His bakery was the first in the area to 
offer wrapped bread, sliced bread, and bread 
with vitamin supplements. In 1957 Adams 
purchased the Phoenix Pie Company, which 
was located at the foot of the Offnere Street 
hill, and they operated it until 1983. In 1978 
the Bakery was sold and the building was 
transformed into a small shopping mall. 
 I can vividly recall walking from my home 
on Charles Street, going down under the 
Offnere Street viaduct (as we called it), and 
catching the heavenly aroma of baking 
bread, which would quickly cleanse the smell 
of the street from my head. Just about 
everyone I knew  in Portsmouth ate that 
good Adam’s “Pan Dandy” Bread. It was 
available in all of the corner Mom & Pop  
grocery stores and in the three big Schaefer’s 
Super Markets on Market, Eleventh, and 
Chillicothe Sts. “Pan Dandy” Bread was a 
true Portsmouth icon in the 40s and 50s. 
 As I remember, I  think the bakery 
operated on just about a 24-hour-a-day 
basis. Baked bread smells good at any hour. 
If the aroma from the Adams establishment 
caused you to have a sensory overload--so 
much the better!                         Blaine Bierley 

Horse Riding Academy
Did you know  there was a horse riding 

academy in Portsmouth at the top of 
Simpson Street, off Coles Blvd.?   Toward 
the east where Forest Heights is located, 
was pasture land.  When we were kids back 
in the forties and fifties, we used to take all-
day hikes up onto Two-Mile Hill; there 
were riding trails scattered through the hills.  
The academy and the hills wee owned by 
George D. Selby.  We spent many a sunny 
summer day hiking those hills, and picking 
paw paws which abounded in the pastures.

There were rustic shelters built and 
spaced along the trails, and we used to pack 
picnic lunches and fill our canteens with 
water, or take along a Barq’s root beer, or 
crème soda for a special treat.  There was 
an outcropping of rocks at the edge of the 
hill overlooking the city and the Scioto 
River bottoms, and although there were no 
real caves, we were small enough, and had 
enough imagination to believe that a slight 
rock overhang had been an Indian cave.

The closest we ever came to using a 
riding academy, was being able to use our 
grass-cutting money to pay for a ride at the 
Half Moon Pony Ranch located on Coles 
Blvd., about where the present armory is.

                      Jim Kegley
Dave Lewis 58, Bill Ison 58, Roger Merb 59, Jerry 
Douthat 58, Jim Hale 59, Gary Getz 59, ?

Construction photos of new PHS athletic complex on site of old school

Our group met this year at Connie Keatley's home. l to r:
Ginny Smith Wolfe, Martha Fitch Cook, Karen Williams Fox, Connie Yuenger 
Keatley, Eva Strauss Izenson, Betty Bierley Holling, and Sharon Queen Blayney.

 I too, remember the Adams Baking 
Company, Pan Dandy Bread, and Big Bill 
"D" Dawson, the WNXT announcer who 
advertised the product, and Jerry Adams, of 
the Baking Company family, who was a 
fellow member of  my PHS class of  1957.  
 Henry Miller and I privately called Jerry 
Adams, a "Dan Duryea look-alike"; you 
remember the actor who played the villain, 
Waco Johnnie Dean in the 1950 western, 
"Winchester 73" starring Jimmy Stewart.  
Current actor, Gene Hackman reminds me 
of Bill Dawson, and both were former 
marines. You saw  Gene Hackman as Jimmy 
"Popeye" Doyle the pork-pie-hat wearing 
policeman in "The French Connection".  
He's the guy who asked the burning 
question "Did you ever pick your toes in 
Poughkeepsie?" Bill was tall with a round 
balding head, just like Gene Hackman.
 What I remember about the Adams 
Baking Company besides the delicious 
aroma, is that Clayton Howerton, and my 
brother George, (both PHS 1955) and I 
used to make a game of harassing the night 
workers at the baking company. Those hot 
1950's pre air conditioning nights the 
workers used 3 in. x 6 in. by 1/2 in. cakes of 
parafin to hold open the slats on their big 
exhaust fan on the side of the building 
fronting Offnere Street. Clayton had 
discovered the parafin since he lived at 1329 
11th Street, just west of Amos and Thom 
Vaughter's Shell station on the corner of 
11th and Offnere. We would snatch the 
paraffin and run.
 Why we stole the paraffin? I don't 
remember, but it probably was to use to 
"soap" car windows. The paraffin is what 
the company used to seal their bread 
wrappers.  Another thing I don't remember 

about those days, is why my older brother 
would ever let me go along to visit his 
friend, Clayton. Usually George and I were 
at odds, just as most brothers are in those 
pre-teen years. I tell the story about having 
to sleep in the same bed with George, and 
we didn't speak to each other for two 
years...just grunted at each other, and struck 
out if  either happened to touch the other.
 It might have been Clayton's doing, 
because he and I usually got along. He had 
an avuncular quality, and I always felt safe 
around him. Clayton was tall, and gangly, 
with a round sort of chipmonk-cheeked 
face. He seemed to always have a big toothy 
grin. George and Clayton were good friends 
in those days. My red-headed brother 
George was a hellion who liked nothing 
better than to fight. And he usually won I 
remember.
 George lives in Plant City, Florida, and the 
last I heard Clayton lived in Chillicothe.

Jim Kegley

The Adams Bakery - Two Stories From The Past

 Great memories. I delivered papers all 
over the city (300+ Columbus Citizen) 
every Sunday morning from about 5:00 
until around 9:00 on my bike. the Adams 
bakers subscribed and I got there around 
daylight. back in the alley. I would go in 
and it was really warm and toasty in the 
winter. They would always give me some 
tidbit. Same at the Phoenix Pie Co. They 
always had a broken, small pie for me.
 I have been thinking about the Fresh 
Air Camp up on Thomas Ave. Does 
anyone remember or know  anything 
about it? I would like to publish anything 
I can find about it. Please let me know.

.                          Editor

Get-Up, CIO Defeat Jacyees In Pony Loop
 From the Portsmouth Times,  July 2, 1956
Get-Up and CIO scored wins over the 
Jaycees in weekend Pony League games. CIO 
won by an 8-4 margin in a Saturday contest 
and Get-Up posted a 7-5 victory in a make-
up game Sunday. Jeff Hartlage hit a pair of 
doubles for CIO and Tom Froe and Joe 
Barry each doubled for the losers. Feazell 
was the winner. Ruark was the winner in 
relief for Get-Up and supplied the big punch 
with a two-run homer. Malone of Get-Up 
and Barry doubled. Glass had three for four 
for the losers.

Anyone Know These Kids?

KY Files To Dismiss Rock 
Case
 Attorney Cliff Duvall, for the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky, filed a 
motion in the Greenup (Ky.) Circuit 
Court to dismiss its case against 
defendant Steve Shaffer for the raising of 
the Indian Head Rock from the Ohio 
River in Sept. 2007.
 According to the motion, the case is 
asked to be dismissed on the grounds 
that there has been more than one rock 
dubbed Indian Head Rock, or Indian 
Rock — pointing to similar rocks found 
along the Kentucky shoreline, Bond 
Street in Portsmouth, and in Burlington, 
Ohio — and it cannot be known whether 
this is the same rock reported to the 
University of Kentucky Department of 
Anthropology by James Swauger in 1985.
 “Clearly the rock lifted by defendant 
(Shaffer) was resting in the general 
vicinity of the former earthen walls of 
the Portsmouth Earthworks and within 
the area so much that it could have been 
pictured within that mapping ... but it was 
not shown in the (Ephraim) Squire and 
(Dr. Edwin) Davis (original mapping of 
the Earthworks),” the motion reads.
 The motion further says Squire and 
Davis described the rock as being “a 
colossal human head cut in outline, upon 
the vertical face of a large rock extending 
into the river,” but it is recognized by 
experts that neither Squire nor Davis ever 
saw the Indian Head with their own eyes.
 Duvall said Shaffer faces other 
proceeding for his actions in raising the 
rock from the riverbed, including being 
cited by the Army Corps. of Engineers 
for a dredging operation without a 
permit.

Mary Gail Drake Korsmeyer and Marty 
Lehman at their 50th reunion at Cornell
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Val Minch 56, ?, Carolyn McCullough 56, Ray Harper 56,  Jim Kegley 57
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PHS 49 Cheerleaders:  Joanne Kelley Pendleton (Jack), Betty Poehlein , Nancy Morgan Mauk 
(Dee), Leanne Wheeler Thompson (Lowell)
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