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(& Mid-50s Classes)

The Big 1956 Class Reunion 
Class of 1956
A MAGICAL NIGHT
 	 The PHS Class of 1956 held their 50th re-
union September 15th & 16th at the American 
Legion #471 on Gallia Street .
FRIDAY ACTIVITIES
PHS Football Game�Then to the American Le-
gion for a step back 50 years for an after game 
dance with door curtains you had to walk thru 
plus a hand stamp of the letter P. An admission of 
10 cents like in yester years was not charged. Mu-
sic was provided by Gary Billups. Refreshments 
were hot dogs, chips and Crispie CrŁme Donuts. 
SATURDAY MORNING 
A tour of the new High School
SATURDAY NOON
Our class joined the Class of 1955 for their An-
nual Picnic at the Portsmouth Shrines Club Park.
SATURDAY EVENING
Again activities would be at the American Legion. 
The Legion was decorated when you entered thru 
the red, blue, and silver curtains. Directly in front 
you would spot on the stage a large blue sign with 
red & white letters. The sign said �WELCOME PHS 
CLASS OF 1956� it too had long red, blue and 
silver streams to the �oor. Tables were doubled 
wided to seat tables of 12 so all classmates would 
be facing one another. White tablecloths were 
on all tables and all tables were already set with 
silverware, red and blue napkins. Red and blue 
stars and gold number 50�s confetti were scat-
tered about the tables. Centerpieces were small 
�sh bowl type vases with blue marbles and �oat-
ing red lite candles. 
 	 Pastor Robert Neal gave the Invocation 
and ended with a Trumpet Solo of �The Lord�s 
Prayer�
   	 The meal was a Buffet Dinner which was said 
to be the best Buffet Dinner as far as   selection to 
be presented at the Legion
Program
 	 We welcomed the Class of 1956 and Honor-
ary Guest. Coach Ed Zoretic & wife Linda, Coach 
Dick Hopkins & wife Ginny and Mr. Fournier�s 
Secretary Lea Duchinski 

 	 We welcomed Other Attending Alumni:  
Chuck’53 & Jane Taylor Rodgers’55,Bill ’55 & 
Shirley Borders ’55 Meade, Richard Beck’52 & 
Ginger Hamilton Beck’53, Gene Lucas’55, Gayle 
Gammon McCormick,Diana Staiger ’54 Barker, 
Clayton Howerton ’55,Bill Miller ’55, Roy Noel 
’53, George Mosley ’53, Donna McCally ’55 Bo-
ren, Julia Peebles ’58 Grimes, Mary Ann Carter 
’55 Stone, Harry Parker ’54,Marilyn Mucha ’55 
Albrecht.
 	 A PHS bracelet made by Helen Salyers was 
presented to Donna Jordan Rodgers for com-
ing the farthest from Anchorage, Alaska. Flow-
ers were presented to Jo Robeson Russell for 
handling reunions for 40 years. A check was 
presented to Gene Lucas to help with next years 
1955 picnic. 
 	 Thanks-----The Reunion Committee: Donna 
Milward Bandy, Carolyn McCulloch Engle, Mike 
& Suzanne Williams, Donna Bohem Pitcher, Larry 
Schneller,Jo Robeson Russell,Ruth Riley,Bob Wil-
son, Sam McKibbin. A big Thanks to Don Wallace 
Class of 1954 for designing the front cover of our 
booklet!
  	 Door prizes were given and the following 

were winners.
$150 Man�s Gruen Watch............................Fred Stone
$125 Women�s Gruen Watch......... Celia Shepherd Cox
Yr Mbership-Classmates.com....Betty Wasmer Warner
Jewelry Travel Bag.......................Vicki Staiger Hawley
Box Flavored Coffee........... Linda Ellenwood Vonessen
Bob Evan $25 Gift Certifcate.........Mavis Wilson Miller
I.V. Leaguers CD........................................ *Val Minch
$50.00 Cash.............................................Larry Boren
$50.00 Cash............................................. Ron Bishop
 	 A decision was made to purchase a Park 
Bench for the Courtyard of the New High School 
.	 A plaque will be inscribed 

�The Portsmouth High School Class Of 1956�
 � WE LOVE THEE PORTSMOUTH HIGH�

 	 The class voted to have our next reunion in 5 
years. After the meeting we all enjoyed dancing to 
the complete Dance Band of Gary Billups and his 
vocalist. Bob Neal from our class also was asked 
to play with the band on a few arrangements.
 	 IT WAS TRULY A MAGICAL EVENING!!

Those Attending
BETHANY ADAMS AUSTIN � RUTH AILSTOCK AR-
THUR � GARY ALBRECHT � KATHERINE ARGEROS 
� TOM ARMSTRONG � BOB ARTHUR � LINDA 
BARRY SNYDER � DICK BASSLER � LOIS BECK 
WALLACE � JOYCE BENNETT PAYTON � ROGER 
BISHOP � RONALD BISHOP � DONNA BOEHM 
PITCHER � LARRY BOREN � PAUL BRADY � 
SANDRA DEATLEY MOHR � DORIS DEVER ACH 
� TOM ECKHART � LINDA ELLENWOOD VONES-
SEN � FREDA FITZER NAGLE � FAY FITZER TIM-
MERMAN � PAUL FOURNIER � DON FRAZIER � 
SUE GAMMON MORGAN � ROBERT L GRASHEL � 
JOHN GRIMES � PAUL GULLEY � TRUMAN HAN-
SON � TIM HAROLD � LARRY HARPER � DAVE 
HATCHER � MICHAEL (MICK) HERRING � JACK 
HIKE � DAVE MCCOY � DAVE HORR � PHYLLIS 
HARRIS WHITE � BRIAN HICKMAN � DONNA 
JORDAN RODGERS � MARILEE KEENEY SAND � 
KAYANN KEYES NEAL � PAUL KIMES � RICH LANG 
� CAROLYN MCCULLOCH ENGLE � SARA RUTH 
MCGRAW KNAUFF � DONNA MILWARD BANDY 
� VAL MINCH � ROBERT NEAL � LETTY ELLEN 
NEFF DODSWORTH � JUDITH NELSON DORAU 
� PAT NOEL MILLER � EMILY BRADFORD GULK-
ER � JIM PEEBLES � BETTY PERRY ROWLES � 
ARTHUR PICKELHEIMER � EMOGENE PRISE 
GRENVILLE � DOW RAMSEY � RUTH RILEY � JO 
ROBESON RUSSELL � PHYLLIS ROWLES RATLIFF 
� HELEN SALYERS PERKINS � LARRY SCHNELLER 
� DIANE SCOTT GAVORCIK � CELIA SHEPHERD 
COX � JAMES SHOEMAKER � SUZANNE SHU-
MATE WILLIAMS � JOHN SMITH � RUTH ANN 
SOWARDS NOEL � VICTORIA STAIGER HAWLEY 
� GRETCHEN STAKER STRONCZER � DAVID 
STEPHENSON � FRED STONE � JUDY FREELAND 
SWEARINGEN � BERT TABOR � JIM THATCHER 
� JOHN THATCHER � BETTY WASMER WARNER 
� GEORGETTA WHISMAN HARRIS � MIKE WIL-
LIAMS � BOB WILSON � MAVIS WILSON MILLER 
� NANCY WIMBISH STAHL � KATHLEEN YELEY 
MEDLEY
 
 WITH GUESTS, HONORARY GUESTS, ALUMNI & 
SPOUSES TOTAL 160 ATTENDING

Can You Name These Portsmouth Grade Schools?

A few of the 1956 Class

DONNA BOEHM, SUE GAMMON                           EMOGENE PRICE, TRUMAN HANSON, SARA MCGRAW        CAROLYN MCCULLOCH, RAY HARPER
 

MICK HERRING                                             BERT TABOR                            JUDY NELSON, LINDA ELLENWOOD                                  DORIS DEVER
 

DAVE HORR, CELIA SHEPHERD, JUDY NELSON                    TOM ECKHART, LINDA ELLENWOOD              CAROLYN MCCULLOCH, RAY HARPER, PATTY WEBB
 

BOB WILSON, LINDA ELLENWOOD, MARILEE KEENEY                           CELIA SHEPHERD                              DONNA BOEHM, VICKI STAIGER,  CAROLYN MCCULLOCH
 

DICK BASSLER, MARILEE KEENEY SANDS AND HUSBAND MICK            NANCY WIMBISH             BOB AND KAYANN KEYES NEAL            LOIS BECK




